Are you like an enclosed garden?

It is time to have a special talk with Angel and Miriam about the diving plan
far aur lives. Together they learn about God's standard of moral purity Tor
boys and girls. Find out how Kingdom Kids can guard their enclosed gardens

and remain pure! ) ' Written by 'HI;Id'ar
llustrated by Wes Comer
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Rushing busily around the kitchen, Mother finished making a pan

of lasagna and put it in the aven to bake for dinner. Glancing at her
watch, she could hardly believe it was already 3:00 p.m. and time to
pick up Angel and Miriam. Grabbing her purse, Mom rushed out the
door, jumped into the car and hurriedly drove to the girls’ bus stop.
Just as she arrived, the big yellow bus pulled up and the girls hopped
out. Chattering excitedly, they both ran to the car and climbed in the
back seat.




"How was your day?" asked Mother. "Great!" chorused the girls.
On the way back home, Angel told Mather about her health class.
“Today, my teacher gave me a permission slip for you to sign so

| can watch a film called "You and Your Body'." "What is the film
about?” asked Mom. Giggling self-cansciously, Angel explained,

"It tells how and why our bodies change as we get older. My friend,
Stacey, said it was a film about the 'birds and the bees’.” "The 'birds
and the bees'?" echoed Miriam, “what does that have to do with
your body?” Shifting nervously in her seat, Angel told her little sister,
"I 'think it might explain where babies come from.” “Where babies

come from?” squealed Miriam, "wouldn't you be embarrassed to
watch a film like that?”
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Blushing furiously, Ange! shrugged her shoulders as she jumped
out of the car and ran into the house. Miriam and Mother followed
close behind. Always full of questions, Miriam asked, "Mom, why
dao our bodies change as we grow up? Where do babies come
from? Is it scary to have a baby? Will | have to watch a film like
that?" Smiling patiently, Mother waited for the questions to stop,
then told her girls, "l think it is time for a very important talk. Get
your Bibles while | fix a snack. Would you like some bmwn_ies?”
"Yes, sounds yurmnmy!” shouted the girls as they ran to their roams,




When Mother, Angel, and Miriam sat down at the table, Ashes began
jumping around in the laundry room and meowing very loudly as if to
say, "I have been in here long enough. Get me out of here!” Springing
up, Miriam ran to open the door and let her kitty out. “Mom, can
Ashes come to our impottant talk? | know he is a bay, but don't boys
need to know this stuff, too?” asked the little girl. "Yes, they do,”
answered Mother, “and of course, Ashes can listen to our talk.”

Curling up on Miriam’s lap, the little black and white kitten purred
contentedly, ”Let's start by talking about the divine plan for our lives,”
said Mom. “After Adam and Fve were created, they became the first
family as the parents of Cain, Abel, and Seth. From this beginning the
entire human race came forth and that is why we are here today. God's
plan is for a man and woman who keep themselves pure to fall in love
with each other and get married, then raise a godly family together.
When we do things God's way, happy, holy, healthy homes are created
and our lives can be protected from harmful influences.”
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"What are ‘harmful influences?" asked Miriam. "A 'harmful influence’
is anything that has the power to damage or injure us. It is so important
to keep our hearts, minds and bodies pure. We must be very careful

to pratect every area of our lives, so we will not be hurt in any way,”
explained Mother.
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“How do we protect ourselves?” asked Angel. "Protection can come
through choosing godly friends, reading good books, listening to
music that glorifies God, and staying away from anything or anyone
that would try to defile our minds or bedies,” answered Mom.
“Philippians 4:8 says it like this, ‘Finally, brethren, whatsoever things
are true, whatscever things are honest, whatsoever things are just,
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of good report; If there be any virtug, and if there be any
praise, think en these things'."
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“There is an old cliché that says, ‘Garbage in, garbage out'. This
means whatever fills the mind will be manifested in your life. That is
why | so carefully monitor who your friends are, what you read, the
music you listen to, and where you go: Every bay and girl is like a
flower garden and whatever seeds are planted in your life will bring
farth fruit. | want to be sure your garden produces pretty flowers, not
ughy weeds.”
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“| love flowers! They smell good and look so beesseautiful,”
exclaimed Miriam. “Ashes likes pretty flowers toe, don't you?”

the little girl asked her kitty. Ashes meowed in agreement as if he
unclerstood the question. "Taking care of a garden is a lot of work. [t

is a daily job to keep out the weeds and cultivate the good plants,”
said Mather. "In the same way, we must be on guard every day against
anything that could destroy our ability to be obedient to God's Word.
Proverbs 4:23 tells how important it is to continually protect our hearts,
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‘Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life".
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Mother continued, "Whatever influences your heart or emotions

will have an effect upon you threughout the rest of your life. Things
such as dirty magazines, nasty jokes, ungodly friends, ar music which
promates sinful activities, will eventually lead down a dangerous

pathway of disobedience. It could even cause you to lose your
virtue,"
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Ever the curious one, Miriam asked, “What is virtue?" "I'm glad you

asked,” replied Mother. “Virtue means moral excellence, rightecusness,

and responsibility; goodness, We are responsible to maintain the
highest quality of purity in personal habits and lifestyle. It is up to us
to do what is right because the daily choices we make will affect our
entire future, As Kingdom Kids, it is important to know what the Bible
has to say about being virtuous. Song of Solomon 4:12 states, ‘A
garden inclosed is my sister, my spouse; a spring shut up, a fountain
sealed.’ This Bible verse describes God's standard of moral purity for
evaryone, boys and girls alike.”
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"What does this scripture actually mean?” questionad Angel. Mother
responded, "King Solomon is talking about the pureness of his future
bride. He likens this girl to an enclosed garden which simply means she
protects herself so nothing will violate her in any way. The Living Bible
says it like this, ‘My darling bride is like a private garden, a spring that
no one else can have; a fountain of my own.’ In other words, Sclomon's
wife-to-be is saving herself and her body for marriage, which is exactly
what God intended for each of us to do. As | said earlier, every boy
and girl is like flower garden. However, flowers are very fragile. Once
they are torn apart, it is impassible to put them back together again. In
the same manner, if we allow anyone to steal our purity, something is
lost which can never be regained. This is why it is so important to build
walls of protection in our lives, so nothing will rob us of the valuable
gift of virginity. In keeping with God's plan, this prepares the way for
happy, healthy, hely homes. -

——

"Let’s look at the rest of this verse,” said Maother "It talks about

being like ‘a spring shut up, a fountain sealed’. What comes out of a
spring or a fountain?” "Water!” answered both girls. "That is right,”
responded Maom, "Nothing can quench your thirst like a big glass

of ice-cold water. It is 50 refreshing! ©On the other hand, what would
happen if the water source was poisoned?” "It could make you very
sick,” said Miriam. "You're right,” said Mother. “Likewise, if we do not
keep ourselves pure, it can poison every part of our lives and make
our future families very unhealthy, When Kingdom Kids obey God's
Waord, it will keep them healthy and happy.”
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"Waow, my body is like a beautiful garden,” said Miriam. "Yes, and

it should remain private and protected at all times,” said Mother.

“Let me tell you about some important boundaries for your personal
garden. Every place where you can cross your arms—your chest, and
the lower half of your body, front and back—is private, Do not let
anyane touch those areas and if someone tries to intrude upon this
personal space, please tell a responsible adult immediately. Guard the
gate to your enclosed garden at all times! Always keep the fountain
or spring of your inner emotions pure and clean. This will protect

and prepare you for a wonderful marriage in the days to come, The
priceless present of personal purity is the greatest gift you can give to
yourself and your future spouse.” o

“Morn, thank you for taking time to talk with us,” said Angel, “Now
| understand even more how special Kingdom Kids are, and why
God wants us to remain pure.” Mother smiled as she hugged her
daughters and said, "Let's pray together and ask the Lord to help us
always guard our enclosed gardens. Then we will make a Kingdom
Kid's pledge to Him and to each other to maintain our purity all the
days of our lives,”
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